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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH  BLOG ENTERIES OF THIS MONTH 

The entries covered the following dimensions of urbanism, urban poverty and governance: 

Significance of the urban voter 
In a famous campaign it was quoted that 
‘There are two Indias in this country. One 
India is straining at the leash…..the other 
India is the leash.’ For long it has been 
assumed that the rural India is the leash on 
which the urban India is straining. For long, 
India has assumed to have lived in its 
‘villages’ and has shied away from the reality 
of ‘urban’ India.  
 
As per 2011 Census [1]; 

 Urban population in India is 377 million 
and urban poor population is 97 million 

 The rate of urbanization in the country 
increased from 27.81% in census to 
31.6% in census 2011 

 Out of 121 crore Indians, 83.3 crore live 
in rural areas while 37.7 crore stay in 
urban area 

 By 2026, 40% of population will live in 
urban areas 

The infrastructures and governance of our 
cities have not been able to adapt to growing 
population and its needs in the cities. Urban 
planning is at best no planning- a free for all 
in theory but land mafia-politician-

bureaucrat nexus driven in practice. City 
authorities don’t have basic updated data 
about demography and geography of city. 
Urban departments lack appropriate 
capacities to handle urban issues. Capacity 
needs (skill-sets) and aspirations of 
individuals in cities are different from their 
counterparts in rural areas. Also it appears 
our politicians and policy makers knowingly 
or unknowingly ignore urbanization trends 
and urban problems. 
National 
Party 

Yes/ 
No 

Ruling Party 
(State) 

Yes/ 
No 

BSP No AAP- Delhi Yes 

BJP Yes AIIDMK – Tamil 
Nadu 

No 

CPI No AINRC- 
Pondicherry 

No 

CPI (M) No ATC- W.B. No 

INC Yes BJD - Odisha No 

NCP No JD(U) - Bihar No 

J&KNC – J&K No 

NPF - Nagaland No 

SAD - Punjab No 

SDF- Sikkim Yes 

SP – U.P.  No 

Source: Information from Copies of Manifestos for 
2009 Lok Sabha Election                                                          

 
 
 
creativity — and negative ones — including 
higher levels of crime and congestion, and 
the spread of disease. Historically, cities have 
mitigated these negative effects through 
greater wealth or stronger institutions, from 

physical infrastructure to policing. Almost all 

of these problems can be solved by 
competent governments with enough 
money. The big problem facing many of 
the world's poorest megacities and global 
slums is that they lack both!

 Significane of urban 
voter 

Launch of PEPAC by 
PRIA 

Voices of the urban 
poor 

 

Terra Urban – an urban forum by Society for Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA) 
  http://terraurban.wordpress.com/  

शेहरी गरीबी एंव शेहरी अभिशासन पर पररचचाा, चनुाव के 

पवूा राजनीतिक जागरूकिा अभियान – गया बबहार 

शहरी गरीबी एव ंशहरी अभिशासन, संिाग स्िरीय 

पररचचाा -छत्िीसगढ 

Pre-Election Political Awareness 
Campaign (PEPAC) -a national campaign 
to put urban on nation’s political agenda - 
PRIA 

Strings of the Katputhli Colony – Delhi – 
Nidhi Batra 

Street Vendors Bill Passed in Rajya Sabha-
 Finally!! 

Inclusive city building and the promise 
of ‘freedom’ – Incremental Cities 

Sharp hike in budgetary allocation for 
HUPA Ministry 

Urban Poor Women and Children in 
Slums are Unsafe – Shivani Singh 

Media Meet: Lok Sabha Manifesto 2014 -
PRIA and FIUPW 

Assembly of Informal Workers- Lok 
Sabha Elections 2014- 12th February 2014 

Lok Sabha elections 2014 and the 
significance of the urban voter –Indian 
express 

National Hawkers Federation’s 
Demonstration at Jantar Mantar – 7 
Feb 2014 

Delhi’s Forces –Time to Strengthen 
Child Rights – Suman Bhanoo 
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Only two national and two regional parties 
have included urban issues in their 
manifesto. 
As per planning commission of India, cities 
contribute to 63% of country’s GDP. A recent 
national study by PRIA in 50 major cities of 
India estimates that these urban poor do 
contribute more than 7.56% to urban GDP of 
India, as per national accounts calculations. 
Even though cities and especially informal 
service sector are the financial engine of the 
cities, investment on urban infrastructure 
was only 0.7 per cent of its GDP in 2011. Also 
more than one third of urban population is 
poor. PRIA’s national study on Urban Poor in 
50 cities and census data finds that nearly 
40% of the urban households live in slums. 
Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad and 
Kolkata contribute to 50% of the slum 
households in the country. Urban poor live 
with multiple deprivations. Their daily 
challenges include; limited access to 
employment opportunities and income, 
inadequate and insecure housing and 
services, violent and unhealthy 
environments, little or no social protection 
mechanisms, and limited access to adequate 
health and education opportunities[3]. This 
calls for immediate attention from the 
political parties and policy makers to strive 
for their betterment and wellbeing as the 
contribution of urban poor cannot be 
disregarded. 

The political strength of urban population 
cannot be ignored. Urban voter’s percentage 
is significantly high. According to Google 
India Survey 94% of urban voters would vote 
in 2014 Lok Sabha elections.  In the 
upcoming   Lok Sabha election 2014 urban 
poor will play a decisive role in shaping the 
destiny of any political party contesting in 
their constituency. 

Unfortunately Indian civil society’s attention 
on urban poverty, urban exclusion and urban 
governance has been rather weak due to its 
sustained interest in taking up rural issues. 
Now changing demographic and economic 
realities require civil society engagements 
with ever worsening urban issues. Urban 
schemes and urban initiatives, largely due to 
indifference by the civil society, have become 
just rhetoric. For example, Rajiv Awas Yojana 
(national housing schemes for slums) seems 
to be changing more on papers than actual 
implementation. The JNNURM (Urban 
Renewal Mission) aimed at catalysing urban 
reforms have become mere a scheme for 
infrastructure builders and transport 
companies. 
 
 
 

Pre-election Political Awareness Campaign 
Equity based development of our cities to 
generate liveable districts require urgent 
attention of the political milieu. This 
attention about urban issues needs to be 
articulated by citizens and civil society 
together. With the forthcoming Lok Sabha 
election in April-May 2014 and appreciating 
the significant role of the urban voter, a pan-
India initiative has been taken up by PRIA.  
 
Pre-Election Political Awareness Campaign 
(PEPAC) for the urban voter makes demands 
for recognition, convergence and new ways 
to emancipate urban India. PEPAC has been 
visualized as a collaborative effort of PRIA 
and other partner organizations, which 
include NGOs, FIUPW, RWAs, Traders 
Associations, Academia, Media and other 
stakeholders. 
 
Pre-Election Political Awareness Campaign 
(PEPAC) for the urban voter makes demands 
for recognition, convergence and new ways to 
emancipate urban India. PEPAC has been 
visualized as a collaborative effort of PRIA and 
other partner organizations, which include 
NGOs, Forum of Informal Urban Poor Workers 
(FIUPW), RWAs, Traders Associations, 
Academia, Media and other stakeholders. 
 
The overall objectives of the campaign are:   
1. 2014 Lok Sabha Election Manifestos of 
Political Parties must include separate 
sections on Urban 
2. Policy on Urban Development and Urban 
Governance, which must promise 
- Institutionalizing  Community 
Participation through development planning 
by the Mohalla Sabhas  
- Tome-bound irreversible Devolution 
of Funds, Functions and Functionaries (3 Fs) to 
elected Urban Local Bodies and Mechanisms 
for their social accountabilities 
- Urban reforms (Institutionalizing  
land reforms, Participatory urban planning for 
infrastructure development and urban 
services, Housing for urban poor, Livelihood 
guarantee and health securities for urban 
poor) 
- Integration of the Ministry of Urban 
Development (MoUD) and Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA) 
- Exclusive Membership for Urban 
Sector in Planning Commission of India 
3. Advocacy with 14th Finance Commission to 
provide additional resources for catalysing 
urban reforms and strengthening the urban 
governance. 
 
 
 
 

Voices of the Urban Poor 
As a part of its Pre- Election Political 
Awareness Campaign (PEPAC) for urban 
governance and urban poverty PRIA along 
with partner organization organized a 
Commisionerate level consultation on 
21st February 2014 at Gandhi Ashram, Gaya 
Bihar. The consultation witnessed a 
participation of representatives from various 
political parties’ viz. BJP, RJD, AAP, JD(U) 
,  Anushuchit Jati Morcha along with elected 
representatives from Urban Local Bodies, 
representatives from CSOs, Academia, SIC 
members and representatives from media 
houses. The discussion and deliberation 
during the consultation revolved around the 
initiatives being taken by the political parties 
in their manifestos for highlighting and 
addressing the issues of urban poverty and 
urban governance for the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha elections. A similar Commissionaire 
level Consultation was held in Bilaspur 
covering CSO's of Raigarh/Korba/Janjgir–
Champa/Bilaspur/Mungeli working on urban 
issues, the Political Parties of Bhartiya Janta 
Party/Congress/AAP and the Media. 
 

 
Consultation at Gaya 

 

 
Consultation at Bilaspur 

Assembly of Informal Workers was held by 
FIUPW and PRIA, and a manifesto for 
consideration by the political parties was 
pondered over. Demands were articulated 
as: 

 Provision of Identity Cards 

 Right to Livelihood and Social Security 

 Right to adequate Housing Facilities 

 Right to Education 
 
 
 

http://terraurban.wordpress.com/Users/Nidhi/Downloads/Final%20Manifesto.docx#_ftn3
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Possible solutions were also suggested: 

  Proactive Legislative Actions 

 Institutional Reform 
 
A media meet for sharing of the manifesto 
was held in February at Delhi. The media 
meet was attended by total 37 participants 
from various trades that represent in the 
FIUPW. Also media persons from Rajya 
Sabha Television, Sahara, and Outlook came 
for the event and spoke in favour of urban 
poor and the need to shift the attention to 
urban poor who are going to play a decisive 
role in the upcoming Lok Sabha Election 
2014.  
 

 
Media meet at Delhi 

 
The meet also gave a chance for various civil 
society members raise other valid concerns 
such as safety and security of women and 
children in slums. 
 
In other significant event in the country the 
pioneer Street Vendors Bill has been finally 
passed after much concern and 
demonstration by the informal workers. The 
Bill provides for constitution of a Town 
Vending Authority in each Local Authority, 
which is the fulcrum of the Bill, for 
implementing the provisions of the Bill. In 
order to ensure participatory decision 
making for aspects relating to street vending 
activities like determination of natural 
market, identification of vending zones, 
preparation of street vending plan, survey of 
street vendors etc. the TVC is required to 
have representation of officials and non-
officials and street vendors, including women 
vendors with due representation from SC, 
ST, OBC, Minorities and persons with 
disabilities. It has been provided that 40% 
members of the TVC will be from amongst 
street vendors to be selected through 
election, of which one-third shall be women. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              प  प      , 
         प                             

^^Hkkjr dh vkRek xkWao esa clrh g S^^ ;g dFku 

Hkkjr ds jk"Vªfirk egkRek xkWa/kh ds g Sa tk s fd 

mUgk saus 21oha lnh ds 'kq:vkr esa dgh Fkh A 

;fn bl dFku dk s foLrr̀ :Ik ls ns[kk tk; 

rk s Lora= Hkkjr u s mlh oDr fu;ksftr ,oa 

egRokdk a{kh xzkeh.k fodkl ,oa xzkeh.k 

vfHk’kklu dh igy dh blds lkFk gh a Hkkjrh; 

jktuhfrK nyksa vk Sj jk"Vªuhfr fuekZrkvk sa u s 

xzkeh.k Hkkjr esa ldkjkRed ifjorZu ykus ij 

cy fn;kA ysfdu oDr ds lkFk & lkFk Hkkjr 

cny x;k g S] ;s 21oha lnh dk Hkkjr g S] tk s 

fd lkFkZd :Ik ls 'kgjh g SA 2011 dh 

tux.kuk vkSj vU; ledkfyu tula[;k dk 

fo'kys"k.k bl ckr ds ladsrd g Sa tk s fd 

lkFk gh crkr s g Sa 2030 ls 2040 rd Hkkjr 

vf/kdre 'kgjh gk sxkA 

 

Pqkuko iwoZ jktuSfrd tkx:drk vfHk;ku dh 

ifjdYiuk] fiz;k ,oa vU; lg;k sxh laLFkkvk sa 

ds ,df=r iz;kl ds :Ik esa dh xbZ g S ftlesa 

NGOs, FIUPW, RWAS, Trader Association, 

ehfM;k ,oa vU; fgrHkkxh 'kkfey g SaA  

vfHk;ku ds mn~ns’; %  

bl vfHk;ku d s O;kid mn~ns’; fuEufyf[kr g 

S%  

1- 2014 yksdlHkk pquko ?kk s"k.kki= esa 

jktuSfrd ikfVZ;k sa }kjk 'kgjh {k s=ksa dk s 

vyx lsD’ku ds :Ik esa 'kkfey dju s g qrq ekW 

ax djukA  

2- 'kgjh fodkl ,oa 'kgjh vfHk’kklu g srq 

uhfr;kW a tk s fuEufyf[kr nkos djrh gk sa %  

 lkeqnkf;d Hkkxhnkjh dk s lqfuf’pr djuk & 

eqgYyk lHkk dh Hkkxhnkjh ls fodkl  

 dk fu;kstuA  

 le;c) vifjorZuh; gLrkUrj.k % fuokZfpr 

'kgjh fudk;ksa dk s QUM] Qaxlu ,oa  

 QxLujh ,oa mud s lekftd tckcnsgh dh 

izfdz;kvksa dk s LFkkfir djukA  

 voZu fjQke Z ¼Hk wfe lq/kj] vk/kkjHk wr 

laxjpukvk sa ds fodkl g srq lgHkkxh 'kgjh  

 fu;kstu] 'kgjh xjhcksa ds fy, vkokl] 

vkthfodk xkjUVh] LokLF;½  

 ;kstuk vk;ksx] Hkkjr ljdkj e sa 'kgjh{k s= 

g srq lnL;rkA  

 'kgjh fodkl e a=ky; vkokl ,oa 'kgjh 

xjhch mi’keu ea=ky; dk ,dhdj.kA  

 3- voZu fjQkeZ dk s xfr ,oa voZu xoZu sUl 

dk s 'klDr djus g srq vfrfjDr lallk/kuks a 

ds fy, 14os for vk;ksx ls ijkSdkjhA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought of the month 
Cities being the main contributor to the 
country’s GDP has a thriving financial 
engine in the informal urban poor sector 
who contribute not less than 7.53% in India, 
in accordance to a recent study carried by 
PRIA and Indicus Analytics.. The study also 
suggests that an investment of one 
additional demand unit in informal 
economy can result in increase in the GDP 
by 3 units computed through the social 
accounting matrix (SAM). This makes the 
‘investment’ in the urban poor sector by the 
governing bodies – even more so essential 
Access the study at ‘resources section’ of 
TerraUrban! 
 
About Terra Urban 
Terra Urban’ is envisioned as a Think-Do 
Tank- an urban forum by Society for 
Participatory Research in Asia 
(PRIA)  tracing urban issues, strengthening 
the voice of civil society towards those and 
in turn aim to create not just  a platform to 
bring forth various actors, stakeholders and 
visions but also attempt to create action-
research. It aims : 
- To be an exchange platform 
- To be a knowledge portal 
- To facilitate knowledge creation and 

action research 
- To facilitate creation of network of 

CSOs/NGOs/Academician/ 
Professionals/Community and various 
other stakeholders 

 
Contact Us 
Manoj Rai- Director, PRIA 
email: manoj.rai@pria.org 
 
Nidhi Batra, anchor-Terra Urban 
email: nidhi.singh@pria.org 
 
PRIA, 42, Tughlakabad Institutional Area, 
New Delhi – 110062 
Ph:+91-011-29960931/32/33 
Fax: +91-11-29955183 

 
PRIA is an International Centre for Learning 

and Promotion of Participation and 
Democratic Governance 

http://pria.org/ 
 
The views expressed by the contributing authors in 
this publication are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of PRIA 
Editor and Cover Graphic: Nidhi Batra 
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