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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH  BLOG ENTERIES OF THIS MONTH 

The entries covered the following dimensions of urbanism and urban poverty: 

Existential Reality of the Urban Poor 
The percentage of the world's population 
that lives in cities has grown from less than 
a third in the middle of the twentieth 
century to more than half today, yet, many 
Emerging Megacities remain Poor. 
Since trade has alleviated the need for 
agricultural productivity, cities can develop 
despite enormously poor hinterlands. This 
creates both an opportunity—the ability to 
escape terribly poor rural land—and a 
challenge. Massive cities can develop at far 
lower levels of income. Density generates 
both positive externalities — easier 
movement of goods over shorter distances, 
the spread of ideas, and the fostering of 
creativity — and negative ones — including 
higher levels of crime and congestion, and 
the spread of disease. Historically, cities have 
mitigated these negative effects through 
greater wealth or stronger institutions, from 

physical infrastructure to policing. Almost all 

of these problems can be solved by 
competent governments with enough 
money. The big problem facing many of 
the world's poorest megacities and global 
slums is that they lack both!

The urban is also a contested reality for 
these emerging megacities with its small 
and medium town cousins. What defines 
urban in these realities is worth a thought. 
An engulfed village in the city limits 
suddenly gets an urban slum status! If the 
census definition that claims urban area 
where at least 75% of male population 
does non-agricultural activity, then the 
pioneering ideas of ‘urban agriculture’ 
sound to be totally unfruitful! 
 

 
Urban agriculture in the slums of Kibera 

 
The urban poor in these emerging economies 
face ‘challenges’ such as: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

existing urban realities 
critique of services and 

schemes 
alleviation strategies 

and inititatives 

Terra Urban – an urban forum by Society for Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA) 
  http://terraurban.wordpress.com/  

What is urban? And are we 

urban enough?  Shivani Singh 

Why  so many Emerging Megacities 

remain so Poor  citing from the Atlantic 

cities 

Understanding Urban Poverty Shivani 

Singh 

Making the Urban Poor Safer: 

Lessons from Nairobi and Mumbai  
citing from IDS blog 

Glaring Loopholes: Delhi 

Government’s Guidelines for 

Rehabilitation/Resettlement of Slum-

Dwellers  citing from Economic and Political 

Weekly 

Delhi’s Housing Rights Task Force- 

Time for Action  Suman Bhanoo 

How slums can save the planet citing 

from Prospect Magazine 

Many escape velocities citing from 

Economic Times 

A bridge not too far- services to 

the poor!  citing from Hindu 

Creating World Class Cities: A sense 

of Deja’vu  Deepika Andavarapu 

 

Politically Urban… 

A national campaign to put urban on 
political agenda 
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 Lack of ‘legal’ and ‘symbolic’ identity and 
belongingness 

 Lack of adequate schemes and provisions 

 Lack of addressal of the ‘informal’ nature of 
the urban poor 

 Lack of accountability and transparency in 
governance 
 

However these emerging economies also 
offer green solutions to ‘save our planet’.  
The magic of squatter cities is that they are 
improved steadily and gradually by their 
residents. Squatter cities are also 
unexpectedly green. They have maximum 
density—1m people per square mile in some 
areas of Mumbai—and have minimum 
energy and material use. People get around 
by foot, bicycle, rickshaw, or the universal 
shared taxi.  In most slums recycling is 
literally a way of life. The Dharavi slum in 
Mumbai has 400 recycling units and 30,000 
ragpickers. Six thousand tons of rubbish is 
sorted every day. In the developed world, 
cities are green because they cut energy use; 
in the developing world, their greenness lies 
in how they take the pressure off rural waste. 
 
Critique of ‘provisions’ for the poor 
Every city wants to be ‘Shanghai’. The 
‘world-class city’ syndrome has hit our cities 
and we have development of schemes that 
call for ‘slum-free cities’. Reminiscent in this 
world class city vision is the era of 60s that 
saw ‘slum as a problem’ and even claimed 
the heritage city of Shahjahanbad in Delhi as 
a ‘slum’ in the first master plan of Delhi in 
1962. The 60s promoted a rational/ scientific 
city, the present proposes the glamour of 
world class city. The 60s proposed new found 
apartment typology, the present proposes 
builder flats. The 60ss had federal funds, the 
present is lobbying on PPP. Do slum dwellers 
really find a place in this new vision of our 
cities?! 
 
On 25 February 2013, the Delhi government 
issued “Guidelines for implementation of the 
Scheme for relocation/ rehabilitation and 
allotment of flats to the Jhuggi Jhopri 
dwellers under JNNURM-2013”.  However, 
several ambiguities are present in the 
guidelines: 

 Lack of coordination between various ‘land 
departments’ of Delhi and none taking 
onus for resettlement of the displaced. 

 Land with the central government such as 
Railway is not explicitly directed to 
rehabilitate those on its land. However, 
one should stress that railway has opened 
up land for commercial purposes on various 
occasions but fails to rehabilitee the poor 
on its land. Since central land owning 
agency (LOA) like DDA and the Railways 

comprise 63% of all the land on which 
Delhi’s JJCs are situated, the new Delhi 
government needs to urgently negotiate 
with corresponding central ministries to 
make these LOAs comply with its policy. 

 There exists an extensive, non-transparent 
system to find the ‘eligibility’ for 
resettlement, leaving many slums dwellers 
in the same slum eligible, while others not. 

 
Poverty Alleviation Strategies 
Delhi has around 1,00,000 homeless people. 
Forced eviction is one of the main causes of 
homelessness. To raise voice on this issue, 
Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN), in 
collaboration with several organizations in 
Delhi, including Human Rights Law Network 
(HRLN), Indo-Global Social Service Society 
(IGSSS), Nazdeek, National Campaign for 
Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR), Indian 
Institute of Human Settlements (IIHS) and 
PRIA initiated a process to create a Housing 
Rights Task Force (HRTF) in December, 
2013 in Delhi. Sole purpose of HRTF is to 
defend the housing of urban poor. HRTF is 
now approaching all political parties in Delhi 
with a comprehensive memorandum to get 
all major political parties to commit to 
protecting housing rights, providing basic 
services in all settlements, and imposing a 
moratorium on evictions in Delhi. 
 
In Gujarat, Urban Setu, a civil society 
initiative in Bhuj town is also showing how 
the chasm between the “governed” and the 
“governors” can be filled. The ultimate 
objective is to institutionalize grassroots 
urban governance and planning. Urban Setu, 
initiated three years back, has prepared an 
information booklet on major government 
schemes applicable to Bhuj, and created a 
computerized database covering the slums 
of 14 wards (over 11,000 households with 
46,000 persons). There is an information 
resource centre (called Mahiti Mitra) where 
people’s requests for information, or for 
assistance related to procedures for availing 
government schemes, are dealt with by full-
time resource persons. Recently, an online 
platform called Bhuj Bole Chhe (“Bhuj 
speaks”, http://bhujbolechhe.org/) was 
created by Setu and four other organisations 
under the umbrella programme of “Homes in 
the City”. 
 
 
 
Course on Urban Issues at PRIA 
April 2014: Certificate Programme (online 
distant education 6 month): Addressing 
urban poverty, participatory approaches 
and tools 
Weblink: www.pria.org/our-divisions/piall 

Thought of the month 
 
Poor are from Jupiter 
"In a country with vast reserves of unutilised 
manpower, the problem of employment has 
two aspects in relation to development... The 
second aspect of the problem is that of 
increasing the productivity of labour so that 
larger employment can be provided at rising 
levels of real income." quote from the first 
Five-Year Plan document. 
Poverty exists because the poor don't have 
choices and can't specialise. That's the reason 
poor men and women are stuck on Jupiter and 
not Mars or Venus.   - Bibek Debroy,  
Governing Board Member of PRIA 
 
About Terra Urban 
Terra Urban’ is envisioned as a Think-Do 
Tank- an urban forum by Society for 
Participatory Research in Asia 
(PRIA)  tracing urban issues, strengthening 
the voice of civil society towards those and 
in turn aim to create not just  a platform to 
bring forth various actors, stakeholders and 
visions but also attempt to create action-
research. It aims : 
- To be an exchange platform 
- To be a knowledge portal 
- To facilitate knowledge creation and 

action research 
- To facilitate creation of network of 

CSOs/NGOs/Academician/ 
Professionals/Community and various 
other stakeholders 

 
Contact Us 
Manoj Rai- Director, PRIA 
email: manoj.rai@pria.org 
 
Nidhi Batra, anchor-Terra Urban 
email: nidhi.singh@pria.org 
 
PRIA, 42, Tughlakabad Institutional Area, 
New Delhi – 110062 
Ph:+91-011-29960931/32/33 
Fax: +91-11-29955183 

 
PRIA is an International Centre for Learning 

and Promotion of Participation and 
Democratic Governance 

http://pria.org/ 
 
 
The views expressed by the contributing authors in 
this publication are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of PRIA 
Editor and Cover photograph: Nidhi Batra 
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