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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH  BLOG ENTERIES OF THIS MONTH 

The entries covered the following dimensions of urbanisation: 

Are you ‘slumming it’ ?! 
 
‘Slumming’ was a ‘thing’ to do, in the Victorian London and New York in the 19 
century. As informed to us by, Jennifer Lee, in 1884, a headline in The New York 
Times proclaimed: “A fashionable London mania reaches New-York. Slumming 
parties to be the rage this winter.” Slumming, or ‘slum-tourism’ was an 
entertainment phenonmenon where the whites visited the ‘other side’, the black 
neighbourhoods that basked in poverty and inhuman living conditions. 
 
Slumming is back again, in lots of urban poor settlements across the world. 
Though, it might have shifted its intent from a voyeuristic pastime to an initiative 
towards awareness and advocay.In India, various  civil society organisations, 
NGOs and entrenuers are running slum tours in various cities, taking this as a 
stetp towards awareness, understanding existing conditions and advocating the 
cause of equitable development. The target audience range from government 
officials, beuractrats, middle class and higher income residents and expats and 
foreigners. There is lot of criticism too, about this slum tourism, which some 
critiques feel is romanticing poverty and making it a ‘spectacle’ like everything 
else in our consumeristic society. Catch a glimpse of various slum walks at: 
http://terraurban.wordpress.com/2014/07/31/walking-down-the-urban-poors-lane/ 
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Walking down the Urban Poor’s Lane 
- Shivani Singh, PRIA 

Nepal initiates a move towards child-
friendly governance: Can India follow 
the footsteps of its neighbouring country?- 
Raksha Sharda, Humara Bachpan 
Campaig 

Urban dialogue on poverty issues at 
Bodh Gaya –PRIA 

The informal and insecure labour 
force of India- Shivani Singh, PRIA 

Current practicality, future idealism 
–The Hindu 

A ‘smart’ idea for urban ills? – The 
Hindu 

Of smart cities and (un)smart 
decisions – A tale of 
misplaced priorities – DNA India 

Slum redevelopment a CSR activity: 
Ministry of corporate affairs – The 
TOI 
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http://www.cultureholidays.com/, slum tour in Dharavi and Slum tourism in Five Points, Manhattan in 1885, wikipedia 
 

Inclusive – City building process    
 

This ‘other side’ has been excluded since ages in most of our planning, policy and governance initiatives. Children form an 
integral part of this group and are subjected to most depriviation even in loss of their right to education and health. To 
address the issues of children and mainstreaming their needs in the urban agenda UNICEF and the UN Habitat launched the 
Child Friendly Cities Initiative in 1996. The initiative has now evolved into a worldwide movement with municipalities in 
different countries promoting and implementing initiatives to realize the rights of a child. In all of these countries, 
authorities are working to ensure that children’s rights are reflected in policies, laws, programmes and budgets at the local  
level.  
 
The phrase “child-friendly” is multi-dimensional and comprehensive. Firstly, it is about the attitudes and sensitization of 
child friendly issues, secondly, it is related to child friendly behaviors, and thirdly it is concerned with child friendly planning 
and infrastructures as well as publications. A tripartite bond can only help to create a child friendly environment. It is a city, 
or more generally a system of local governance, committed to fulfilling children’s rights, which includes: influencing the 
decision about their city, express their opinion, participate in family, community and social life, receive basic services, walk 
and play safely, live in an unpolluted environment be an equal citizen of their city and a well-planned indicators of quality of 
life. In a child-friendly city, children are active agents, their voices and opinions are considered and influence the decision 
making process. 
 
Following these guidelines Nepal along with the support from UNICEF took a key initiative of Child-Friendly Local 
Governance (CFLG) which seeks to put children at the core of the development agenda of local bodies, line agencies and 
civil societies. CFLG provides a framework or an overall guidance to the government in realizing and mainstreaming the 
rights of children which includes survival, development, protection and participation into the local government system, 
structure, policies and proces. Read about pioneering inititiatves  by the government of Nepal to make ‘Child friendly cities’ 
at : http://terraurban.wordpress.com/2014/07/24/nepal-initiates-a-move-towards-child-friendly-governance-can-india-follow-
the-footsteps-of-its-neighbouring-country/ 
 
The initiative by Nepal government is exemplary, however to even bring the Indian governmanet work towards social and 
economic inclusion in the urban areas, PRIA along with its various partners is working across the country to raise and 
strenghten civil society voice and act as a mediator between community and the service providers. Read about a similar 
initiative in Bihar that encourages a dialogue between various stakeholders at: 
http://terraurban.wordpress.com/2014/07/23/urban-dialogue-on-poverty-issues-at-bodh-gaya/ 
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The non-inclusive smart cities? 

The same urban poor, whose voices 

are unheard, are also a major 

contributor to the city’s economy – 

through what is known as ‘informal 

economy’ or a ‘System-D’. India has 

over 40 labour laws but the irony is 

that the majority of labour force 

which is in the informal sector and 

is deprived of any legal rights. 

Though there are Labour 

Legislations that have provisions 

within the laws for the informal 

sector workers but majority of 

labour force is outside the purview 

of the Labour Legislations and 

hence are deprived of rights and 

protections. The situation of 

informal sector in India and the 

limitation of Unorganized Workers 

Social Security Act, 2008 to do 

justice to the informal sector 

workers has been highlighted in an 

article on Terraurban. Read it at : 

http://terraurban.wordpress.com/20

14/07/18/the-informal-and-insecure-

labourforce-of-india/ 

 

With all such non-inclusive urban 

society and developments, one is 

forced to reflect back on the whole 

outlook of constructing ‘Smart 

Cities’. Do these smart cities, talk 

about smart slums? Are these smart 

cities only dependent on 

technology? How much of city 

building (smart or un-smart) do we 

really understand. Technologies 

don’t replace ideolgies and 

principles. India for sure needs 

technological support, but prior to 

that may require a true inclsuive 

blue print for our cities. As Arvind 

Unni highlights, “While the State 

was busy finalising ideas of smart 

cities and housing for all, more than 

1400 (slum) homes were demolished 

in Ganpat Patil Nagar, located in 

north-west Mumbai. In the last 

month and a half, after the elections, 

we have seen more than three 

demolitions drives where more 1800 

homes were demolished in different 

parts of Mumbai and at least 6,000 

evicted.” Catch more such debate 

and critical thinking on smart cities 

at 

http://terraurban.wordpress.com/ 

 
The new ‘development market’ 
with view of cities as an 
‘opportunity’ rather than threat has 
also promoted fundings through 
corporate social responsibility 
towards slum redevelopment 
projects, according to clarifications 
issued by the ministry of corporate 
affairs in response to queries from 
stakeholders. 

Experts point out that India Inc 
should proceed with caution. "The 
final rules to the Companies Act are 
clear that CSR activities do not 
include normal business activities. 
Thus, even if  slum 
redevelopment qualifies as a CSR 
activity, a grey area would crop up, 
if a slum area is taken up for 
construction of villas and these 
slum dwellers are rehabilitated by 
the builder." Read more at: 
http://terraurban.wordpress.com/2
014/07/02/slum-redevelopment-a-
csr-activity-ministry-of-corporate-
affairs/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought of the month 

“Computer managed smart cities 
comparable to anything in the West 
sound too good to be true. However, 
if the new package fails to carry with 
it the larger cast of the urban 
dispossessed, and the millions of 
rural poor who continue to become 
the urban dispossessed, the future 
will see more daily battles over 
resources” – Gautam Bhatia 
 
About Terra Urban 
Terra Urban’ is envisioned as a Think-Do 
Tank- an urban forum by  Participatory 
Research in Asia (PRIA)  tracing urban 
issues, strengthening the voice of civil 
society towards those and in turn aim to 
create not just  a platform to bring forth 
various actors, stakeholders and visions 
but also attempt to create action-research. 
It aims : 
- To be an exchange platform 
- To be a knowledge portal 
- To facilitate knowledge creation and 

action research 
- To facilitate creation of network of 

CSOs/NGOs/Academician/ 
Professionals/Community and various 
other stakeholders 

 
Contact Us 
Manoj Rai- Director, PRIA 
email: manoj.rai@pria.org 
 
NidhiBatra, anchor-Terra Urban 
email: nidhi.singh@pria.org 
 
PRIA, 42, Tughlakabad Institutional Area, 
New Delhi – 110062 
Ph:+91-011-29960931/32/33 
Fax: +91-11-29955183 
 

 
 

PRIA is an International Centre for Learning 
and Promotion of Participation and 

Democratic Governance 
http://pria.org/ 

 
The views expressed by the 
contributing authors in this publication are their 
own and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of PRIA 
Editor and Cover Photograph: NidhiBatra 
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